Sunday, August 14th, 2022

Old Faithful
Yellowstone National Park

The Presbyterian Church at Shrewsbury
352 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

August 14th, 2022
Our PCAS Vision: "To be a Light by Living, Loving, Learning,
and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ."

Order of Worship
(*Please rise in body and/or spirit )

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Liturgical Improvisation No. 1.

By George Oldroyd

*Call to Worship
Leader: O Lord, our God, creator of our land, our earth, the trees, the
animals and humans, all is for your honor.
People: The drums beat is out, and people sing about it, and they
dance with noisy joy that you are the Lord.
Leader: You also have pulled the other continents out of the sea. What a
wonderful world you have made out of wet mud and what beautiful
people! We thank you for all the beauty of this earth.
People: The grace of your creation is like a cool day between rainy
seasons. We drink in your creation with our eyes. We listen to the
birds’ jubilee with our ears.
Leader: How strong and good and sure your earth smells, and everything
that grows here. We drink in your creation and cannot get enough of it.
People: Bless our land and people. Prepare us for the service we
should render.

*Hymn #14

For the Beauty of the Earth

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies:
Refrain:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,
hill and vale, and tree and flower,
sun and moon, and stars of light: [Refrain]

For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight,
for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight: [Refrain]
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above,
for all gentle thoughts and mild: [Refrain]
For thyself, best gift divine, to the world so freely given,
for that great, great love of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heaven: [Refrain]

Call to Confession
Leader: As part of our commitment to loving God and loving neighbor,
we confess how we have struggled, and invite God to reinspire us. Let us
pray:

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Loving God, with gratitude we thank you for making good on all of
your commitments to us. You have made covenant promises and
kept them. You have pledged to be God specifically for us and our
needs. You enthusiastically maintain the ministry of your Spirit
within us and among us. Sometimes we forget that as your people
we have commitments to uphold too. We have pledged to live in
love and to turn away from the temptations of greed and power. We
have proclaimed Jesus Christ as our leader and our guide. But we
end up following what we think is right in our own hearts, and we
excuse one too many harmful habits. Call us back, Lord God, to you,
to what we know in our souls is good for us and good for our
community. Give us courage to lean into our faith. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Leader: God expects faithfulness, not perfection. Hear the word of God
for you today: you are loved and forgiven. Go rejoice as those who live
in God’s grace.
Prayer for Illumination

First Scripture Lesson
Psalm 117:1-2
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer
*Passing of the Peace
* Hymn #39 Great is Thy Faithfulness
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been , thou forever wilt be.
Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]
Second Scripture Lesson

1 Corinthians 1:4-9

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!
Sermon

National Parks Road Trip:
Yellowstone and God’s Faithfulness

Offering
Offertory
*Doxology

Toccata in Seven

By John Rutter

*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #353

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.
Refrain:
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:
all other ground is sinking sand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness seems to hide his face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain]
His oath, his covenant, his blood,
support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain]
When he shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found:
dressed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before the throne. [Refrain]
*Benediction
Postlude

Prelude to a “Te Deum”
by Marc Antoine Charpentier
The flowers today are given by Sue and Sean Starke
in celebration of their wedding anniversary.

We welcome Fiona Smith Sutherland to the organ bench today, while Marcello is on vacation
in Brazil. She serves as the full-time Director of Traditional Music at Tower Hill Presbyterian
Church in Red Bank, running a large program of choral and handbell ensembles, and an
exciting concert series. Before returning to her home state of New Jersey, she worked at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Wilton, CT, Trinity Episcopal Church in Newtown, CT, the
Church of St. James the Less in Scarsdale, NY, and Christ Church Greenwich, CT. Ms.
Sutherland is the Musical Director of the Shrewsbury Chorale. She earned her Bachelor’s and
Master of Music degrees at Westminster Choir College in Princeton.
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