
The Presbyterian Church at Shrewsbury 
352 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

Sunday, December 10th, 2023 
 



 

                 December 10th, 2023    
           3rd Sunday in Advent     
       Our PCAS Vision: "To be a Light by Living, Loving, Learning,  
               and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ." 

          
Order of Worship 

                   (*Please rise in body and/or spirit )                 

    Welcome and Announcements              
    Minute for Mission: Christmas Joy Offering       Nancy Vodhanel  
        

Prelude     And the Angel Appeared to Mary        David Paxton 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath       
 Leader: We gather bringing the light of joy, 

People: From song and silence 
     From first cries and last breaths 
     From places joy should not exist, like funerals and       
     waiting rooms, 
     and meetings that should have been an email. 
Leader: We gather, here, because the world is broken and the         
     wait is long, but our joy cannot be contained. 

    Like a toddler, toppling the thrones of power with a           
    gleeful swipe,  

     Joy interrupts our sighing with laughter, 
     unshackles our fumbling feet to dance. 
People: “My soul magnifies the Lord”, she whispers, “and         
     my Spirit rejoices in God my savior.” 
Leader: So we gather to light a candle, because this might be           
     the spark we need:  
People: Joy, here, with us.  

  

     *Hymn  #88  O Come, O Come Emmanuel  (verses 1 - 5)  
      
   Call to Confession      
 Leader: We do not now confess in order to create a greater burden and 
 reinforce impossible expectations of human achievement, but the very 
 opposite. We pray for the great mercy of God to support, transform, and 
 love us. We confess in order to  distance ourselves from what is dark, 



 

 
 heavy, and constricting in our lives, and be free in the forgiveness and 
 joy of the Lord. Let us pray:  
 

   Prayer of Confession (unison):       
 Compassionate Creator,  

You hold us with faithfulness each day, and we ask for your     
forgiveness to flood our lives. We recognize in ourselves persistent 
struggles, the same old failures, the things we get too tired to    
confess again, the things we’ve hidden for so long that we’ve     
convinced ourselves they’re not so wrong   after all.  

 
Thank you for your patience, God. Please forgive and free us. Heal 
our hearts and liberate our minds. Carve in us a deeper kindness. 
May new springs of healing and forgiveness flow from your reservoir 
of grace.   

                       
     Moment for Silent Reflection 
 
    Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: I do not know with what you may be struggling before  the Lord 
      today, but I know that as we have shared general  words of  
       confession, you may have connected with them in a particular 
      way. There is good news for you: we approach the Advent of our 
      Savior, Jesus Christ. A different kind of life is on its way into our 
      world, and if you would receive him, into your life as well. This 
         divine life brings forgiveness, renewal,  and restoration to all 
      who realize that we need more than we can do for ourselves. Let 
      us rejoice today that God is moving towards us.  
 People: Let us choose also to move towards God.  
 
    Prayer for Illumination 
  
    First Scripture Lesson:  Luke 1:26-38  
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 
   Sharing of Joys and Concerns        
   Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 



 

 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
  Passing the Peace 
 
  Hymn  #98 To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary 
 
  Second Scripture Lesson:  1 Peter 4:10-11  
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 
  Sermon:  “Gifts While We Wait: Miracles, Prayer, and Service”.  
            
  Offering 
  Offertory Somebody Build a Manger   Joel Raney 
  *Doxology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Prayer of Dedication 
 
 *Hymn  #146  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  
 
  Benediction             
  Postlude   What Child Is This     Setting by Jacob B. Weber  

                Worship Leaders  

Zoom Hosts:    John Palframan                            
      Jim Wright      
 Social Hour:    Deacons 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

REMEMBER the Fallen. . .  

HONOR those who Serve. . .  

TEACH our children the value of 
                 Freedom.  

Please join us on December 16, 2023 at 11:00 am, Wreaths Across    
America will be at   The Presbyterian Church at Shrewsbury to Remember 
and Honor our veterans through the laying of Remembrance Wreaths on the 
graves of our country's fallen heroes and the act of saying the name of each 
and every veteran aloud. 

PLEASE JOIN US DURING    
WORSHIP  ON  

DECEMBER 17TH FOR  
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL   
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT! 

 
IT WILL BE A SUPER             

SPECTACULAR EVENT! 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE HOUR  
AT THE MANSE 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
 
You are invited to join us after 
worship on December 17th for 
Christmas Coffee Hour at the 
Manse, hosted by Presbyterian 



 

 



 

    Meeting Schedule Week of December 11th 


