
 

   January 1st, 2023                           
 

Our PCAS Vision: "To be a Light by Living, Loving, Learning,  
and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ." 

 

Order of Worship 
 (*Please rise in body and/or spirit ) 

Welcome and Announcements 

 
    Prelude          How Brightly Shines the Morning Star     
                                      Johann Christoph Bach
   

*Call to Worship  

Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous 
things God has done: 

 People: The Magi who study the heavens follow a guiding star! 
Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous 
things God has done: 
People: The peoples who live in the shadows see a glorious light! 
Leader: O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous 
things God has done: 
People: The Christ who embodies the Word unveils the hidden 
plan, 
Leader: making us joint heirs of heirs of the promise of salvation 
through the gospel! 
People: O come, let us worship the Lord, for God has done       
wondrous things!  

*Hymn  #151 We Three Kings of Orient Are  (verses 1,2,3,5)                             

We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 



 

 
 Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
 gold, I bring to crown him again, 
 King forever, ceasing never, 
 over us all to reign. [Refrain]  

 Frankincense to offer have I; 
 incense owns a Deity nigh; 
 prayer and praising, gladly raising, 
 worshiping God Most High. [Refrain]  

Glorious now behold him arise, 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 

 

     Call to Confession                                                                  
 God’s mercies are new every morning. Let us welcome them as we pray 
 together: 
                                                          
     Prayer of Confession (unison)        
 God of new beginnings         
 On the first day of the new year, we come seeking your forgiveness 
 for any of our unconfessed sins of the old year.  If we have any  
 regrets, we bring those to you. If we have caused harm or acted in 
 ways contrary to your example, we confess them. If any hatred or 
 hard-heartedness linger in us, we acknowledge them. Lord, give us 
 a new outpouring of your Spirit, that we may begin this year with 
 renewed sense of your grace, and a renewed determination to love 
 you and love our neighbor. Amen. 
      
      Moment for Silent Reflection         

      Assurance of Pardon                                                        
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new 
 life has begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.   
 (2 Corinthians 5:17)          
 Thanks be to God!           

       Prayer of Illumination          

       First Scripture Lesson        Isaiah 63:7-9             
        This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!   
        



 

 
     Sharing of Joys and Concerns         

 Prayers of the Church          
               
*Passing of the Peace            

*Hymn   #146 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 Gentle Mary laid her child 
 lowly in a manger; 
 there he lay, the undefiled, 
 to the world a stranger. 
 Such a Babe in such a place, 
 can he be the Savior? 
 Ask the saved of all the race 
 who have found His favor. 

 Angels sang about his birth; 
 wise men sought and found Him; 
 heaven's star shone brightly forth, 
 glory all around him: 
 Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
 heard the angels singing; 
 all the plains were lit that night, 
 all the hills were ringing. 

 Gentle Mary laid her child 
 lowly in a manger; 
 he is still the undefiled, 
 but no more a stranger: 
 Son of God, of humble birth, 
 beautiful the story; 
 praise his name in all the earth, 
 hail the King of glory! 

 

   Second Scripture Lesson      Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23           
             This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!    

Sermon     A New Chapter         

 

Offering               



 

 
    Offertory          The Three Kings            Wilbur Held  
  
    *Doxology            
  

*Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

       Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
 Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.     
 
 
Prayer continues… 
…who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Prayer continues… 

       …Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 
   Lord’s Prayer  
 
    
    Words of Institution and Sharing of the Elements        
 You are invited to eat the bread as it is served; Please hold the cup until all  have 
 been served; We will drink together.  
 Please let the servers know if you need gluten free bread. 
 
     Prayer after Communion 
 We bless you O God, for the gifts of bread and cup, for sustaining 
 us in hope, every day of our lives. We pray for your strength to 
 prepare us now for your service as we offer to you lives of witness 
 and worship in the world you have made. Through Christ, our Lord, 
 Amen. 

                                                  
*Hymn  #611        Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  

  Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
 opening to the sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
 drive the dark of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day! 



 

 
All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain 
call us to rejoice in thee.         
  

Mortals, join the happy chorus, 
which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o’er us, 
joining all in heaven’s plan. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music leads us sunward 
in the triumph song of life.   

   

*Benediction                                               

              

Postlude        Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

                                    Arr. Becky Mayo  

                           

      Worship Leaders 

Zoom Hosts:    John Palframan                         

       Jim Wright 

Coffee Hour:    Men’s Group 
 



 

 

   Meeting Schedule Week of January 1st 

                                      ANNOUNCEMENTS                             
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Sunday, January 8th, 2023 
On this Sunday, we will have the opportunity to reconnect with our identity as baptized children of God. 
As many of us were baptized as babies, and because we celebrate the sacrament infrequently, it can 
be difficult to appreciate its ongoing meaning in our lives. We offer the opportunity this Sunday for you 
to remember and reaffirm God's covenant promises which are sealed to us in baptism. We will have a 
deep bowl of water filled with shells as a centerpiece of the liturgy. 
 
  
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ANNUAL MEETING                                                              

The annual meeting of the Presbyterian Women will be held following worship on      
January 8th.  


