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                January 7th, 2024     
                  Epiphany                  

Our PCAS Vision: "To be a Light by Living, Loving, Learning,  
       and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ."             

Order of Worship 
 (*Please rise in body and/or spirit ) 

 Welcome and Announcements             

 Prelude   Shall We Gather At the River  setting by Dale Wood
    

     Call to Worship 
 Leader: Arise, shine, for God’s light has come! 
 People: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
 Leader: Let us praise the Lord together. 

People: The sun shall no longer be our light by day, nor will the 
brightness of the moon shine on us, for the Lord will be our light, 
and our God will be our glory. 
Leader: The Lord will be our everlasting light, and our salvation. 

 People: Come, let us sing to our light and salvation! 
         

*Hymn  #151 We Three Kings of Orient Are  

 

 Call to Confession 

Leader: Why do we huddle in the shadowed corners of life, rather than 
running to the Light of life? Why do we love the wrong we do rather 
than grasping the good news offered to us? As we struggle with such 
questions, let us speak to God of all we have failed to do, seeking hope 
and grace as we pray: 
 

    Prayer of Confession (unison) 
We search for your light, Star Caster, but too often end up settling 
for the dimness of temptation. Our motives for   seeking to find 
Christ are not always pure, for we expect him to fulfill our desires, 
rather than your hopes for us. We want the gifts of wealth, health, 
success, fulfillment, rather than those of servanthood, of         
compassion, of peace.       



 

 

Forgive us, Shaper of our lives, that we are so foolish to put our 
needs ahead of your grace. Help us to be like those wise people of so 
long ago, who found hope, instead of a destination; who found grace, 
instead of gifts; who found  salvation, instead of a sign. As we     
journey with your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, fill us 
with the light of your joy and love. 

 
    Kyrie Eleison           
 Kyrie, kyrie eleison, (Lord, have mercy)    
 Kyrie, kyrie eleison.        
 Christe, Christe eleison,  (Christ, have mercy)   
 Christe, Christe eleison.        
 Kyrie, kyrie eleison,        
 Kyrie, kyrie eleison, eleison.        
 
    Assurance of Pardon                                                                               

Leader: In Jesus Christ, Grace has been poured into our hearts, love has 
flooded our souls, the light of hope shines in us. 
People: This is the light which has come to all, the light we will car-
ry and give to everyone we meet. Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
    Prayer of Illumination 
 
    First Scripture Lesson:    Isaiah 60:1-6        
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 
    Children’s Message 
 
    Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
    Prayers of the Church 
    Passing the Peace 
                

*Hymn  #152    What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright    
   

Second Scripture Lesson      Matthew 2:1-12                         
   This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!   
  

    Sermon     “Manipulated or Guided?”  



 

 

               
   Offering               
   Offertory  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need   setting by Dale Wood 
   *Doxology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   *Prayer of Dedication  
 
    Invitation to the Lord’s Supper    

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

        Leader: The Lord be with you. 
        People: And also with you. 
        Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
        People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
        Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
        People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer continues… 
         …who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

        Prayer continues…                       …  
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer                
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy    
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
 we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
 deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory forever.  Amen.  

Words of Institution and Sharing of the Elements 
You are invited to eat the bread as it is served; Please hold the cup until 
all have been served; We will drink together. Please let the server know 
if you need gluten free bread.     

  Prayer after Communion (unison)      
 Thank you, Lord, for revealing yourself to us today in  divine 
 light, in power, in Word, and in sacrament.  Continue, we pray, to 
 reveal yourself also in the places where we live and work, in the 
 ordinary of our daily lives. Glory be to you, O Christ, now and 
 forever. Amen. 

 
*Hymn #526     Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ  
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude     Blessed Assurance      setting by J. Bert Carlson 
 



 

 

                Worship Leaders 

Zoom Hosts:    John Palframan                           

      Jim Wright     
      Rich Vodhanel 

Social Hour:    Church & Society 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED! 
Sunday coffee hour after our church service is a well loved 
and important fellowship opportunity for all of us.         
Historically, each week has been assigned to the various 
Session committees, Deacons, Presbyterian Women, and 
other organizations of our church. 
Starting in 2024 we will be doing this slightly differently. 
Most weeks will be assigned as they have been in the past.  
However, the third Sunday of every month we will be    
looking for volunteers to host. So please consider pairing 
up with someone and hosting!  If you are unsure how to 
host a coffee hour, please reach out to the church office 
and we can assist in finding you a coffee hour “veteran” to 
show you the ropes. 
Another change, is that in addition to the coffee, tea and 
paper products being in the kitchen.  There will also       
always be available in the fridge: milk, half & half, juice 
and cheese; and crackers and packaged cookies in a        
labeled bin on the counter. 

We have volunteers to host for January; but are 
looking for volunteers for the third Sunday:       
February through June.  Please call 
732.747.3557 or email the church office 
pcas@verizon.net...Thank you! 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

   Meeting Schedule Week of January 8th 


