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             March 19th, 2023   
 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Our PCAS Vision: "To be a Light by Living, Loving, Learning,  

and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ." 
 

Order of Worship 
                                       (*Please rise in body and/or spirit )                     
               

  Welcome and Announcements 
   
  Prelude       Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley      
             Setting by Jason W. Krug  
 
  Lighting of the Christ Candle                                          
 
 *Call to Worship 

Leader: Holy God,we praise you for protecting and guiding us. 
People: We thank you for liberating your children from        
oppression. 
Leader: We bless you even in the midst of conflict. 
People: We glory in your tangible presence among us. 
Leader: We rejoice in your Spirit’s presence in all times and places. 
People: Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End, Holy God, we       
welcome you to this place today! 

                             
  *Hymn #687  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past  (verses 1,2,3,6)   
                music and lyrics page 7
  
  Call to Confession 

Leader: In our search for truth, God prompts us to name what is hard 
but necessary to confess as true. Let us pray boldly so that we may 
welcome God’s grace and truth more deeply into our lives.  
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     Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 Sovereign God, You reign over the whole universe, free to do as 
 You please. You chose to bind Yourself to us in faithful service 
 that we might enjoy Your blessing. We  confess that we fall short 
 of Your example. With our freedom, we don’t always choose to 
 love and serve others. We hold others captive when we refuse to 
 forgive, when we make unjust laws that allow discrimination to 
 continue, when we exploit poor workers in exchange for cheap 
 goods. We fail to see that we erode our own freedom when we 
 misuse it. Lord, you have earned for us freedom from the strong
 hold of sin. May we live into this powerful gift, understanding its 
 true nature, and uniting our hearts with your desire that all 
 should experience it. Amen.  
  
   Moment for Silent Reflection 

   Assurance of Pardon          
 Leader: There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ  Jesus. 
 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus  from the law of sin and 
 death. (Romans 8:1-2)         
 People: Therefore let us live as people who are free, not using our freedom  as a 
 cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. (1 Peter 2:16) 

             
   Prayer of Illumination         

   First Scripture Lesson Psalm 49:5-15      
  This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!   

   Children’s Message 

   Noisy Offering              

   Sharing of Joys and Concerns                          

   Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer     

   *Passing of the Peace            

   *Hymn    #819 Be Still, My Soul                       music and lyrics page 8          

     
    Second Scripture Lesson  1 Timothy 2:5-7 

           This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God              
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   Sermon     Chasing Freedom      

   Offering 

   Offertory           What Wondrous Love Is This                   T. Smith  

   Doxology                

   *Prayer of Dedication                                     

   *Hymn # 772  Live Into Hope               music and lyrics page 9 

   *Benediction               

   Postlude   Fount of Every Blessing          Setting by Jason W. Krug     
                       
                   

    Worship Leaders 

Zoom Hosts:        John Palframan and Jim Wright 

Coffee Hour:                Presbyterian Women           
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The Healing Tree 

        There in God’s garden stands the tree of Wisdom,                                            
    whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations:                                          
   tree of all knowledge, tree of all compassion, tree of all beauty.  

 
Its name is Jesus, name that says “Our Savior!”                                                   
There on its branches see the scars of suffering;                                                   

 see, there the tendrils of our human selfhood feed on its lifeblood.  
 

See how its branches reach to us in welcome;                                                     
 hear what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye weary!                                            

Give me your sickness; give me all your sorrow; I will give blessing.” 
 

Text from a 17th century hymn written by Hungarian pastor Pecselyi Kiraly Imre 
 

 
Throughout the Lenten season, you are invited to use the green leaves in the pew racks 
to “grow” the tree - to name lives and places in your life or in the world where you see 
Christ’s work of reconciliation and healing happening - even if only in tiny ways! It all 
counts! You may add leaves to Christ’s tree before or after the service, or during the 
passing of the peace, or you may place them in the offering plates for the worship   
committee to add. As the tree “grows”, we will have a  visible sign of Christ’s vital work 
among us.  
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 LAST WEEK FOR THE LENTEN COLLECTION 
 

When we show up to support those in need, 
Life isn’t always rainy and gray… 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 5 - Umbrellas 
 

Feel free to add to the donations from previous weeks 
WEEK 1 - water bottle 
WEEK 2 - paper products  
WEEK 3 - toiletries 
WEEK 4 - cleaning products 
 
The donation box is in the Church House foyer. 
We also accept monetary donations made out to Ocean’s 
Harbor House. 
 
Thank you so much for all of your generous donations so far. 
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 Schedule Week of March 20th 


