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             November 26th, 2023  
            Reflections on Inclusivity 

 Lord, give us new strength so that we can build places of  belonging:  To 
create a community for all to share their  gifts, To know that each of us is 
loved, To help us to see the light of Christ in all that we serve. Let us    
remember that each of us is loved, each of us is willed and each of us is 
necessary...Xavier University prayer  

Order of Worship 
                   (*Please rise in body and/or spirit )                 

Welcome and Announcements             

Prelude      O Come, O Come Emmanuel   Setting by David Lantz III
  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 Leader:  We gather, bringing the light of hope,  
 People: From homes and hospitals 
      From vaccines and vacations 
   From midnights we thought would never end 
   And moments gone too soon. 

Leader:  We gather, here, because the world is broken and   
   the wait is long, but hope calls us out of hiding,  

bubbles to the surface of our hearts 
     starting small then picking up speed, 
    rising, always rising, until we cannot stay away. 

People:  “Keep awake,” she whispers, “God’s glory is     
  spilling over, right at the edge of all we know.” 
Leader:  So we gather to light a candle,  

because this might be the spark we need: 
 People:   Hope, here, with us.  
       The first Advent candle is lit.         
  

 We Gather: A Candle Lighting Liturgy by Rev. Karen Ware Jackson  
 

     *Hymn  #104   O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  
 
      
   Call to Confession      

Leader: We take a deep breath, and we recognize that the month ahead 
of us will have many competing interests. Some will confuse in us the 
meaning of this season. We pray for the grace to navigate faithfully the 
days coming. 



 

 
 
   Prayer of Confession (unison): 
 Gracious God, we step into the Advent season, distracted already 
 by Christmas. Instead of attending to Mary in her time of  
 pregnancy, or joining John the Baptist in preparing for the Lord’s 
 arrival, or Zechariah in his silent contemplation, we follow the 
 economic calendar. It does not want us to consider the gifts we 
 have from God already, and what comes to those who wait in faith. 
 It wants us to believe the season is for shallow entertainments and 
 sparkly objects, not for God’s slow revealing of the answer to all of 
 our prayers. 

It is a hard time of year to be a Christian, to resist the secularizing 
 of our most treasured gift - our Savior. It is a gift some of us won’t 
 even bother to open this year. But that is why we pray now, at the 
 beginning of the season. Lord - that we might see your gifts present 
 and yet to come, forgive our distractions and rearrange some 
 pieces in our lives so that we can live a bit more on your timeline 
 and according to your plan. Amen.  

     
                      
     Moment for Silent Reflection 
 
 
     Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: In the end, what matters is that we recognize our need of a 
 Savior, and the immeasurable gift of our salvation. Hope, Joy, Peace, 
 and Love are real, and are real through faith in Christ. There is nothing 
 on earth, in heaven, or in hell  that will ever shake that reality. Jesus 
 reigns. That is an eternal gift. And even if you don’t want to wait on God 
 right now, God will wait on you. Such is the nature of God’s love and 
 grace. Thanks be to God!     
 
      Prayer for Illumination 
  
      First Scripture Lesson: First Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11 
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



 

 

   Sharing of Joys and Concerns        
   Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
  Passing the Peace 
 
  Hymn  #87  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  
 
  Second Scripture Lesson: Romans 12:3-8  
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 
  Sermon:   "Gifts While We Wait: Compassion, Hospitality, Generosity" 
            
  Offering 
  Offertory What a Friend We Have in Jesus       Setting by Gail Hazard         
  *Doxology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Prayer of Dedication 
 
 *Hymn  #711 Lord of All Good  
 
  Benediction             
  Postlude  Jesus Lover of my Soul       Setting by Vicki Tucker Courtney 
  

   The flowers today are given by Judy Murphy,                                
 “In loving memory of my husband, Robert J. Murphy.” 



 

  
 
 

                Worship Leaders 

Zoom Hosts:    John Palframan                           

      Jim Wright      
Social Hour:    Facilities 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


