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             October 22nd, 2023    
Reflections on Inclusivity 

 You always have to remember - no matter what you’re told – 
that God loves all the flowers,  

even the wild ones that grow on the side of the highway.     
 Cindy  Lauper       

Order of Worship 
 (*Please rise in body and/or spirit ) 

 

  Welcome and Announcements 

  Prelude   How Great Thou Art               Setting by Stephen DeCesare 

     Candle Lighting 
 
     *Call to Worship  

Leader: From the corners of worry and fear, from the shadows where we 
huddle with our doubts, 
People: God calls us to this place of sanctuary where we can draw 
from Love's deep wells. 
Leader: In every moment where we look for strength to continue, in    
every time,  we wonder if faith is worth it, 
People: Jesus calls us to this time where we can welcome the peace 
given to us. 
Leader: In every person who embraces us with acceptance, in every 
touch that offers healing and hope, 
People: the Spirit calls us to see those around us as God's beloved, 
our siblings of grace. 

            
    *Hymn  #442       Just As I Am, without One Plea   
  
    Call to Confession         
 Leader: Our hope for peace for our world begins with our own  ability to 
 confess our sin and open ourselves up to the transformative grace of 
 God. Let us therefore pray together: 
 
    Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Holy and Beloved God, you are the great peacemaker, who brings 
together many different parts and makes the one united body of 
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Christ. Yet, we often turn aside from the peace you offer, and as-
sume that we alone have it right.  Instead of listening to your call 
to comfort one another, we accidentally or purposefully rub salt in 
the spiritual wounds of our neighbors. Help us to stop making 
things worse, and instead offer cool, calm comfort to your warm 
and wonderful people, all in the name of your peacemaking. Amen.  

    Moment for Silent Reflection 
 
    Assurance of Pardon                                                                                

Leader: My friends, this is the good news of Jesus Christ: God offers us 
grace for our mistakes and errors, and calls us to reconcile with one   
another. In Christ, we have hope for true and just peace.    
People: Just as God forgives us, so we too shall forgive each other. 
Thanks be to God! 

    Prayer of Illumination 
 
    First Scripture Lesson:        Psalm 139:13-18  
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer 

Passing the Peace 

 
    *Hymn    A Hymn for Self-Acceptance  
            

Second Scripture Lesson        Romans 14:13-19      
  This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!   
  

    Sermon         “Beyond the Binary”       
               
   Offering 
   Offertory    Be Thou My Vision           Setting by Brant Adams 
  *Doxology 
   Prayer of Dedication  
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   *Hymn    All the Colors of the Rainbow   
 
   Benediction                         
                 
   Postlude He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands       
                              Setting by Brant Adams  
 

      
 

 
      
          
      
           

      

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Audrey Semple,                     
a faithful Deacon, by her husband Barry. 

 

 

 

                Worship Leaders 

Zoom Hosts:    John Palframan                           
      Jim Wright     

      Rich Vodhanel 
Social Hour host:   P&A 
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 Schedule Week of October 23rd 


