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         October 8th, 2023     

 Reflections on Inclusivity 
 It takes no compromise to give people their rights. 

 It takes no money to respect the individual.  
 It takes no political deal to give people freedom.  

 It takes no survey to remove repression. 
 Harvey Milk      

Order of Worship 
 (*Please rise in body and/or spirit ) 

 

 Welcome and Announcements 

 Minute for Mission  CROP Walk    Kirsten Schanck 

   

     Prelude       O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus  Setting by Craig Courtney 
     Candle Lighting 
 
     *Call to Worship          
 Leader: Here we can come together, 

      people searching for healing and hope: 
People: here we are met by the One 
     who would bless us with abundant life. 
Leader: Here we are called to gather 
     as the family of God: 
People: we may find those who are strangers, 
     yet are beloved siblings of ours. 
Leader: Here we discover the truth that God 
     makes no distinctions among us: 
People: here we are welcomed and embraced 
     by the One whose arms are open to all. 

        
*Hymn  #761 - Called as Partners in Christ’s Service   music page 4 

        

    Call to Confession 
Leader: We come before God, confessing that we have strayed from the 
Lord’s path, but we are ready to be called back. Let us pray and invite 
God to set us right again.  
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    Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 Gracious and Merciful God, we rely on your unconditional love for 
 us. We depend on your ability to see past our faults and see instead 
 the true soul within us. As we receive your unconditional love, we 
 have to confess that we attach many conditions to the giving of 
 our Christian love. We expect others to contort or hide or change 
 themselves to align with our expectations before we fully welcome 
 them. Forgive us, Lord, and help us to more fully understand your 
 love that we may love others in the same way. Amen.  
      
    Moment for Silent Reflection 
 
    Assurance of Pardon                                                                                

Leader: Hear this good news: God’s love is not fickle. It does not waver 
when challenged. It does not grow impatient. God is faithful to us       
always, committed to our salvation, and unconditional in believing in 
us. May this truth settle in your heart and give you peace.   

 
    Prayer of Illumination 
 
    First Scripture Lesson:        Romans 13: 8-10 
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
    Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
    Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer 
    Passing the Peace 
 
   *Hymn  # 754   Help Us Accept Each Other           music page 5 

            
Second Scripture Lesson     John 10: 7-10       
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God! 

     

    Sermon      “Abundant Life for All”  
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   Offering 
   Offertory     Seek Ye First               Arr by Douglas E. Wagner      
                   sung by the Chancel Choir     
  *Doxology 
   Prayer of Dedication  
 
   *Hymn   #765 May the God of Hope Go with Us       music page 6 
 
   Benediction                      
                    
   Postlude     Fanfare                   Francis Jackson 
 
 

The flowers are in celebration of  
Heather and John Palframan’s 40th wedding anniversary today! 

 
 
 

  

  
  
  
  
  
       
      

                Worship Leaders 

Zoom Hosts:    John Palframan                           

      Jim Wright     
      Rich Vodhanel 

Social Hour:    Stewardship 

Sunday Forum - Oct 8th 
You are invited to join Rev. Gruening in the     
Terrace Room after worship at 11:30am for a       
forum on sexuality and gender in the Bible.  
The forum will include an overview of modern 
terminology describing the spectrum of human 
sexuality and gender, and Biblical perspectives on 
how that was understood among people of faith in 
the ancient world.  
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   Meeting Schedule Week of October 8th 


