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             September 24th, 2023   
 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Our PCAS Vision: "To be a Light by Living, Loving, Learning,  

and Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ." 
 

Order of Worship 
 (*Please rise in body and/or spirit ) 

 

 Welcome and Announcements   

 Minute for Mission Peace Making Offering           Linda Zucaro 

 Prelude     I Need Thee Every Hour          Setting by Jason D. Payne   

     Candle Lighting 
 
    *Call to Worship          

 Leader:  We will sing to God and bless God’s name forever and ever. 
 People:  Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised! We will  

 declare God’s mighty acts and celebrate God’s abundant goodness. 

 All:  Let us worship, singing of God’s righteousness. 
        

*Hymn  #81  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken    
   

    Call to Confession 
 Leader:  In Christ, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
 through him God was pleased to reconcile all things. Trusting in Christ, 
 let us seek God’s forgiveness. 
     
     
    Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 Merciful Savior, you stand beside us, yet we prefer to  stand on our 
 own. You choose us, yet we choose worry. You attend to us, yet we 
 attend to our work. Forgive us, gentle Teacher. Call us by name 
 and visit us once more that we might find at your feet our joy, our 
 purpose, and our hope. 
 



2  

 
    Moment for Silent Reflection 
 
    Assurance of Pardon                                                                                
 
    Prayer of Illumination 
 
    First Scripture Lesson:        Exodus 16:2-15  
  This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God! 
 
    Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
    Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer 
    Passing the Peace 
                

*Hymn  #719  Come, Labor On       
  

Second Scripture Lesson     Matthew  20:1-16        
  This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God!   
  

    Sermon      Irrational Grace  The Rev. Dr. Eileen Lindner 
               
   Offering               
   Offertory      Adagio                Tomaso Albinoni  
   *Doxology 
   Prayer of Dedication  
 
   *Hymn   #432  How Clear Is Our Vocation 
 
   Benediction                         
                
   Postlude    Allegro in G Minor                        Lani Smith 
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                Worship Leaders 

Zoom Hosts:    John Palframan                           
      Jim Wright     

      Rich Vodhanel 
Social Hour:    Mission Belles 

Worship in October 
Jesus came to preach and model a new reality for us called the Kingdom of God. 
The foundation of that new reality in which we are invited to live is the            
unconditional love of God. We are invited to change our hearts and lives to trust 
in the emerging reality of that kingdom.  
Yet, the Christian church continues to impose conditions on who can be part of 
this new reality. Where Jesus demonstrates that sinners, outcasts, Samaritans, 
women, children, disabled,  mentally ill, sick, homeless, remarried, single, and 
even the dead are all part of this new reality, without condition, the Christian 
community struggles to keep up with the ever-expanding inclusion in the       
Gospel.  
We recognize that today the Christian church often puts conditions on God’s love 
for those with diverse sexual and gender identities, causing harm where God 
means for us to celebrate the inclusion of all people in God’s kingdom. 
In October, we look forward at PCAS to exploring what it looks like to trust in the 
ever-expanding Kingdom of God, and recognize God’s unconditional love and full 
acceptance for all in the LGBTQ+ community.  
Following worship on Oct. 1, 8, and 22, Rev. Gruening will be leading Forums to 
teach about marriage and family in the Bible, sexuality and gender in the Bible, 
and the past decade of progress in the PC(USA) to lean further into welcoming all 
into every aspect of church life and leadership. 
We are excited to welcome members of the New Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus on 
Sunday, October 15th. They will be blessing us with very special music. The Rev. 
Dr. David Williams, executive director of the chorus, trauma surgeon, medical 
missionary, anointed pastor, and advocate for our LGBTQ+ siblings in Christ will 
be preaching a Word you do not want to miss! A luncheon will follow. 



4  

 



5  

 



6  

 



7  

 



8  

    Meeting Schedule Week of September 25th 


